
Academic Writing 
There are any number of good sources (both online and in print) where you can get tips on how to 

write for an academic context.  

There are a number of sessions dedicated to academic study and writing skills, so this is primarily a 

supporting document and resource page. Because there is so much existing material available online 

we will not re-invent the wheel or reproduce it in this document. We will, instead, direct you to a 

few options and then you are free to follow up with more research of your own.  

It is essential, however, that you engage with this theme from the outset of this course so that your 

first assignments are already following conventions in academic writing. If you want to write in 

different styles it is important that you do so by first having a good grasp of academic writing and 

then give a clear context for assignments that take a different approach. We recommend that you 

follow more standard formats in your first assignments and send proposals/drafts to module leaders 

ahead of deadlines regardless of the style you are adopting.  

This site: https://library.leeds.ac.uk/skills-writing is a very good start.  

Make a note for yourself of the most important aspects of academic writing from the perspective of 

this site.  
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If you wanted to get yourself a reference book on academic writing so that you have a hard-copy 

resource to hand you could consider:  

Writing At University: A Guide For Students (2008) by Philis Creme, Open University Press 

There is no shortage of these type of books to choose from! 

There are also several resources online on how to use citations and references in academic writing 

contexts. You might consider sites like http://www.citethisforme.com/harvard-referencing in order 

to get help with proper referencing and use of citations.  

 

Good writing!  


